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Once upon a time there was a giant in Scotland as tall as a mainmast. This Scottish giant 
heard of Fingal, the famous Irish giant and how he had beaten everybody in a fight, and 
he said: "Who is Fingal? I'll cross over and see what he is made of."  
 

So, he crossed the sea and landed near the place where Fingal lived. When Fingal heard 
that this big fellow was coming over, he was in great fear, for he had been told that the Scot was 
several feet taller than he himself. So, he kept a sharp lookout for him, and one fine morning, 
there he was, indeed, coming up the hill to Fingal's house.  

 

And what a huge fellow he was! Fingal ran into the house and 
called to his wife: "My dear, be quick, there's that big Scottish 
fellow coming up the hill. Cover me up with the blankets, and if he 
asks who is in the bed, tell him it's the child."  

 

Fingal lay down on the bed, and his wife covered him up with 
the blankets. When the Scottish giant came in, he thought he 
stooped low, but he nearly broke his head against the top of the 
doorway.  

 

"Where's that little fellow Fingal?" he shouted, rubbing his 
head. "We'll have a fight, and I want to give him a good beating."  

 

"Hush, hush", cried the wife, "you'll wake the baby, and then 
he you are talking of will be the death of you when he comes 
home."  

 

"Is that the baby?" cried the Scot, looking at the "baby", wrapped up in the blankets.  
 

"Sure he is", replied the woman, "and Fingal's baby, too. So don't wake him, or Fingal will be 
in a terrible fury."  

 

"By Saint Andrew", said the giant, "then it's time for me to be off. For if that's his baby, I think 
I'd rather not meet the father. Good morning to you." 

 

The Scottish giant ran out of the house and down the hill and crossed back to Scotland and 
never felt safe till he was in his own hills again. But Fingal and his wife had a good laugh.  
 
PUT INTO THE PAST TENSE: 
*) means: Strong (irregular) verb 
 

The Scottish giant *hears of Fingal. …The Scottish giant heard of Fingal. .............................   

He lands where Fingal lives.  ......................................................................................................  

He *keeps a lookout for him. .......................................................................................................  

Fingal *runs into the house.  .......................................................................................................  

He calls his wife. .........................................................................................................................   

He *lies down on the bed. ...........................................................................................................  

She covers him up with the blankets. ..........................................................................................  

He *feels save. ............................................................................................................................  

They *have a good laugh. ...........................................................................................................  


