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Tony Flair was a customs officer. He worked in Backwood, a 
small border town in the Ballonian Mountains. There wasn’t 
much work for Tony. It wasn’t an interesting job. The road was 
very quiet and there were no tourists around. Just a few lorries 
were crossing the border. And Tony knew the drivers well. One 
of the drivers was Sam Dipper, an old man with a rather new 
and expensive lorry. He used to arrive on Friday mornings. His 
lorry was always empty. Tony wondered about this. He became 
suspicious and one day he asked Dipper about his job. Dipper 
laughed, and then he said, „I’m a smuggler.“ This time Tony 
looked very carefully at the lorry, but he didn’t find anything. Tony even began to call the old 
man smuggler. „Hi, Mr Smuggler,“ he used to greet him. „Anything to declare?“ Sam Dipper 
would answer, „Don’t you know that smugglers never declare anything?“ Then they both smiled. 
 
Last year Tony retired. When he told Sam so, he answered, „Well, I think I’m going to retire as 
well. I made a good money by smuggling, all these years“. 
  
When Tony was spending a few days on Babalu Island, he met Sam Dipper again. Sam stayed 
in a luxury hotel. He was sitting by the pool and enjoying his champagne. When Tony saw him, 
he walked over to him. 
  
Tony Hello, there, Old Smuggler!  
Sam Good afternoon, officer. Oh, have a drink with me. You’re not on duty any more, aren’t you? 
Tony No, I’m not. I often searched your lorry... 
Sam.... but you never found anything.  
Tony No, I didn’t. Can I ask you something? 
Sam Of course you can.  
Tony Were you really a smuggler? 
Sam Of course I was. 
Tony But ... the lorry was always empty. What were you smuggling? 
Sam Lorries! 
 
smuggle transport goods illegaly  
lorry truck (=Am.E.) 
customs duties, toll 
border boundary 

expensive high-priced 
search examine 
suspicious sceptical 
declare make known 

retire give up work 
on duty working on the job 

 

TO LOOK / after / for / at / like / out / up . FIND THE SYNONYMS: 
What are you .....looking for?...... (expecting to find)?  

Would you ............................... (examine) my car-battery, please? 

One lorry ............................... (resembles) the other.  

............................... (Be careful!) There’s a lorry speeding towards us.  

............................... (Search for) the meanings of new words in a dictionary use an Internet source.  

Jeanette has a job as a baby-sitter. She ...............................  (take care of) the children every weekend.  
 
Change from WOULD to USED TO: 
 
1. He would sit in the sun. …He used to sit in the sun.  ..............................................................................................   

2. They would drink champagne.  .................................................................................................................................  

3. She would stay in an expensive hotel. . ....................................................................................................................  

4. They would make a good money.  ............................................................................................................................  

5. I would stay in a luxury hotel.  ...................................................................................................................................  

6. He would arrive on Friday morning.  .........................................................................................................................   


